
St Clare’s High School BYOD Program 2024 

St Clare’s High School Student Device program is modelled on a Bring Your Own Specified 
Device (BYOSD) model, where the school recommends a specified level of device and 
invites parents to purchase a device meeting these requirements.  This is similar to the way 
the school sources, and then recommends, uniform suppliers.  

A specified student device program has several advantages including: 

•Introducing consistent hardware and software that can enhance engagement, deepen
learning, increase feedback, personalise learning, and make the best possible use of
classroom time
•Minimising disruptions caused by incompatible hardware and software
•Allowing staff and students to assist with minor troubleshooting
•Access to business grade devices, warranties, and repairs
•Streamlining ICT support and warranty and repair processes

“Technology will not replace great teachers but technology in the hands of 
great teachers can be transformational” Gearge Couros 



WHEN ARE DEVICES USED AT SCHOOL?  
Devices are learning tools used regularly as part of the school day. This includes accessing 
the school portal for school administration and news, regular use during teaching and 
learning, including access to compass. While the laptop may not be used in every lesson, it is 
expected that students are ready to use it alongside the other tools for learning.  

WHAT TYPE OF DEVICES DO STUDENTS USE? 
Students use a Windows based 2-in-1 hybrid device, which integrates all the features of a 

laptop with the flexibility of a tablet.   
There are TWO levels of device recommended:  

• Junior Device for Years 7-9 – with less computing power
• Senior Device for Years 10-12 – a device with greater computing power and better

graphics capacity.

 HOW DO I PURCHASE A DEVICE? 
Parents are free to purchase from any retailer but in doing so they need to ensure the 
chosen device meets ALL minimum specifications as per the table over page. Note that 
these are the base levels of compliance. Alternatively, parents may choose to purchase a 
school recommended device from a recommended supplier supplying a device tested and 
supporting all software and incorporating 3-year warranty and support and accidental 
damage protection. 

Who pays for the technology brought to school?  
These devices will be purchased by and remain the property of the student/family. 

What will be provided by the school?  
• A filtered Wi-Fi internet service.
• Microsoft Office 365
• Adobe Creative Cloud
• N.B. Virus protection software is NOT provided by the school and is a parental

responsibility.
  WHAT SUPPORT IS THERE FOR STUDENTS? 

Students are provided training in the use of software via an induction program 
(Year 7) and ongoing learning in classes.  
Students are provided ICT support by the CSO IT HELP DESK via the SERVICES 
NOW portal. If the device was purchased via the school portal, express warranty 
claims are available. If parents purchased through a retailer, then they would 
need to organise support themselves.



REQUIREMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The recommended specifications are as follows: 

CAN I CHARGE THE DEVICE AT SCHOOL?  
Students are expected to charge their device at home ready for the school day. No other 
charging facilities are provided, and students are not to bring their chargers to school. 

HOW ARE STUDENT DEVICES KEPT SAFE?  
Students and parents are encouraged to keep the device in a sleeve, ideally one that is 
water resistant. Many school bags have a device pocket for added security during transport. 
The option is available to purchase a specialised laptop bag 

There are lockers available for rental at school and these can be secured with 
locks and provided for storage of not only the device but other students 
belongings during a school day.  

Form Factor The tablet must have a PHYSICAL KEYBOARD and have a TOUCH SCREEN. 

Physical Features Minimum Screen Size of 11” (Inch) (Max.15”) TOUCH SCREEN 

Camera (Front and World Facing) 
Minimum 8 Gb Ram. 
Minimum 256Gb Hard Disk Drive. 

Operating System Windows 10 Home or higher. (Windows 10s will NOT work at school) 
Apple devices may not offer the same level of integration on the diocesan 
network and little support can be offered.  

Battery Life Advertised Minimum of 10 hours (the longer the better) 
Wireless Capability  802.11a/b/g/n/ac (to connect to the Diocesan network at school) 

Warranties and Insurance Recommended 3-year warranty of devices.  We recommend you seek 
insurance for your investment and Accidental Damage Protection (ADP) 

Software Office 365 and the Adobe Creative Suite is available free to all students at St 
Clare’s whilst ever they are enrolled. 
YOU DO NOT NEED TO BUY THESE PRODUCTS 

The school accepts no responsibility for accidents, damage, loss or theft of 
a student device. 



HOW ARE STUDENTS KEPT SAFE ONLINE?  

Students are kept safe online through the Catholic School’s web filtering service that 
generally prevents students accessing inappropriate materials.  

Student devices are monitored by teachers throughout the school day. 

Student devices used at home are not monitored, and parents are encouraged to 
investigate ways of keeping students safe online. The Office of the eSafety Commissioner has 
resources that can assist parents.  

Students are expected to refer to the Cybersafety User Agreement for Secondary Students 
as outlined in and provided as part of the enrolment process 

Virus protection software is NOT provided by the school and is a parental responsibility. 

WHERE TO FROM HERE?  
If you require any advice please contact Mr Carney (Phillip.carney@mn.catholic.edu.au) the 
school’s Coordinator of Digital Innovation And Learning (DIAL) 
If this cost causes you concern, please make an appointment to meet with the Principal. 
Patents can purchase a device of their “choice” that complies with St Clare’s minimum 
specifications at any time. For parents wishing to buy from the school purchase portal please 
see the details below. 

Purchase Portal Link: 
 St Clare’s BYOD Purchase Portal     https://tareesc.byodschools.com.au/ 

 1st September 2023:     School Purchase Portal opens 
   30th SEPTEMBER 2023:     School Purchase Portal closes 

 FINAL PAYMENT:  Final payment – 2 weeks before selected delivery time 
   DELIVERY:   Devices can be ordered and delivered to your home for 

  Christmas or delivered to the school for collection when    
   school commences in 2024 

 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2024:     Training Sessions for Students at school. 
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